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M E M O R A N D U M       2016-12 

 

TO:  All License Plate Issuing Officials 

 

FROM: Tammy Fuller, Revenue Manager 

  Motor Vehicle Division/Title Section 

 

SUBJECT: Unclaimed/Abandoned Law Update 

 

On Friday, July 1, 2016, the revised unclaimed and abandoned motor vehicle law will be 

in effect.  The revised law requires a person or entity, including towing companies, in 

possession of an unclaimed or abandoned motor vehicle to utilize the Department’s 

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicle portal in order to sell an “abandoned” vehicle.  The 

Unclaimed/Abandoned portal will be available on the Motor Vehicle webpage at 

https://unclaimed.mvtrip.alabama.gov.   

 

The county licensing offices will continue to apply for certificates of title for abandoned 

motor vehicles on behalf of the vehicle owner using the following criteria:     

 

 If the notice of the vehicle sale was posted prior to July 1, 2016, the motor vehicle 

may be sold under the previous abandoned motor vehicle law.  Notice of 

possession and notice of sale publications must be provided with the abandoned 

motor vehicle bill of sale form.  Abandoned motor vehicles sold under the 

previous law must be titled by the end of the 2016 calendar year.  Beginning 

January 1, 2017, the purchaser will be required to obtain a title surety bond in 

order to title the vehicle. 

 

 If the notice of the vehicle sale was posted on or after July 1, 2016, the reporting entity 

will be required to utilize the Department’s Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicle portal.  The 

reporting entity will utilize the portal to report necessary information and generate a 

distinctive bill of sale (sample attached), which will be the only document needed by 

licensing officials in order to apply for certificate of title for the vehicle.    

For more information regarding the unclaimed/abandoned vehicle requirements, please contact the 

Alabama Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Division at:  (334) 242-9007, or 

titles@revenue.alabama.gov 
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